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August 19, 1898 898 

Decree of Venezuelan Government with respect to improvement of the hygienic 
conditions of the BepiMic. 

[Transmitted to this Bureau through the Department of State. — Translation official.] 

United States op Venezuela, 
Intebioe Dbpaktment, Administjrative Division, 

Caracas, June 25, 189S. 

deoeeed. 

The constitutional President of the United States of Venezuela, in 
order to better the public hygienic conditions and dictate resolutions 
that may perfect the rules of board of health regarding the purification 
of atmosphere, soils, water, food, and lodgings, to improve the customs, 
and not only to prevent disease, but also reject the common causes that 
are pernicious, decrees — 

(1) Eecommend to the presidents of the different States and governor 
of the Federal district the strict compliance with the law on public 
hygiene now in force. 

(2) Vaccination will be binding in all the territory of the Eepublic, 
performed with vaccinal fluid. The acceptance of children at the 
public schools who do not present a certificate showing that they have 
been vaccinated is prohibited ; also no citizen can perform the duty of 
teacher who does not present the same certificate, and unwillingness to 
be vaccinated will be considered as an act against public health, as also 
the employment of unvaccinated persons as servants. The board of 
health shall notify each house, and will also request from every tenant 
of either sex — merchants, clerks, artisans, and laborers — ^their respective 
certificate ; punishing infringements with fines of 5 to 20 bolivars or 
proportional imprisonment. Said fines shall be adjudged to the char- 
itable hospitals. 

(3) The presidents of the different States, together with the governor 
of the Federal district, shall demand from the medical corporations, 
physicians, and other competent men a report on meteorology, hydrology, 
natural influences and accidents that modify .the sanitary conditions, 
state of cleanliness of the towns, healthfulness of the dwellings and 
rooms in general, quality and quantity of drinking water, sickness 
prevailing amongst animals that might be transmissible, medical assist- 
ance offered to the poor, sanitary state of agricultural and industrial 
people, inspection of establishments containing infecting substances, 
sanitary condition of churches, hospitals, prisons, water-closets, bar- 
racks, colleges, hotels, and ranches ; indicating the steps that should be 
taken to contest the injurious causes or destroy the source of infection. 

(4) All nutritious materials, beverages, and medicines offered for 
consumption shall be scrupulously examined by the board of health ; 
prohibiting the sale of any articles found to be unfit for use, confiscating 
and destroying same in the presence of their owners, according to 
municipal orders. 

(5) To inspect the quality of flours used and method employed in the 
elaboration of bread, the care that is observed with meats and slaugh- 
ter houses, condition of cattle and other animals which are to be killed, 
also the hour and system employed in same, and ways of preserving 
meats, as they unfold poisonous properties in hot climates where they 
are not kept in proper refrigerators and are offered for consumption 
many hours after the animal was killed. 
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(6) To examine scrapnlonsly milks and the animals producing same, 
their barns, and see that this product on being offered for sale is pure, 
and that the animals are fed on healthy food. 

(7) The authorities of the different States and those of the Federal 
district shall inform this Department of whatever steps may be taken 
in accordance with this decree, in order that the President of the Eepub- 
lic be notified of what is needed for public health and that he may 
issue rules and other dispositions necessary in order to observe strict 
public hygiene. 

Let it be communicated and published. 

T. BELLO RODBIQtJEZ. 
STATISTICAL BEPOETS. 

Chii-b — Antqfagasta. — Month of June, 1898. Estimated population, 
14,000. Total number of deaths, 45, including 6 from phthisis pulmo- 
ualis. 

Costa Rica — Port Limon. — Three weeks ended August 4, 1898. Esti- 
mated population, 1,200. Total number of deaths, 12, including yellow 
fever, 2, and 1 from phthisis pulmonalis. 

Geeat Beitain — England and Wales. — The deaths registered in 33 
great towns in England and Wales during the week ended July 30 
correspond to an annual rate of 17.2 a thousand of the aggregate popu- 
lation, which is estimated at 11,218,378. The highest rate was recorded 
in Salford, viz, 27.3, and the lowest in Cardiff, viz, 9.4. 

London. — One thousand four hundred and fifty -three deaths were regis 
tered during the week, including measles, 23 ; scarlet fever, 7 ; diph- 
theria, 21 ; whooping cough, 31 ; enteric fever, 7, and diarrhea and 
dysentery, 138. The deaths from all causes correspond to an annual 
rate of 16.8 a thousand. In greater London 1,905 deaths were regis- 
tered, corresponding to an annual rate of 15.5 a thousand of the popu- 
lation. In the "outer ring" the deaths included 12 from measles, 15 
from diphtheria, and 10 from whooping cough. 

Ireland. — The average annual death rate represented by the deaths 
registered during the week ended July 30 in the 23 principal town 
districts of Ireland was 20.1 a thousand of the population. The lowest 
rate was recorded in Waterford, viz, 8.6, and the highest in Wexford, 
viz, 54.2 a thousand. In Dublin and suburbs 160 deaths were regis- 
tered, including diphtheria, 1 ; enteric fever, 3, and scarlet fever, 1. 

Scotland. — The deaths registered in 8 principal towns during the week 
ended July 30 correspond to an annual rate of 18.6 a thousand of the 
population, which is estimated at 1,568,536. The lowest mortality was 
recorded in Perth, viz, 8.5, and the highest in Dundee, viz, 24.0 a thou- 
sand. The aggregate number of deaths registered from all causes was 
560, including diphtheria, 2 ; measles, 25 ; scarlet fever, 6, and whoop- 
ing cough, 20. 
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